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ISLAMABAD - Prime Minis-
ter Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani
has called for UNESCO’s in-
creased role in establishing
non-formal education centres
in the flood-affected areas of
Pakistan and in prowdmg train-
ing to the teachers in the fload
relief camps in various disci-
plines so that around § million
children who have lost their
classes could resume school-
ing in ihe just started new aca-
jdemic year. :

The Prime Mamster empha-
sised that UNESCO should
{extend assistance to Palistan
{in the post-disaster phase by
-undertaking smail and medium
level projects in education,
water management and pres-
«ervation of world heritage sites.
iHe was talking to Ms Irina
Bokova the Director Genefal
Yof UNESCO who ealled on him
at the Prime Minister’s House
on Wednesday. Prime Minis-
ter noted that the UN Secre-
tary General in his flash appeal
for flood affected people of
Pakistan lasi month had not
included education, science,
and eultural fields which were
jthe purview of UNESCO. He
gaid, his gevernment would like
UNESCO to issue a similar

for in the case of Haiti earth-
quake last Year for mobﬂssmg
assistance to Pakistan in these
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flash appeal, which were called .
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ISLAMABAD - United Na-
tions on Tuesday warned of

two “second waves” of disas-

ter to engulf the flood-hit re-
gion if emergency arranger

ments are not made to ad- .

dress: the humamtaman sltua—
tion.

In & joint press conference,
the top officials of United Nations
Children Fund (UNICEF), Unit-
ed Nations World Food Pro-
gramme (WEFP) and United Na-
tions Eduestional,-Scientific and
Cultural Orpanisation (UNESCO)
and Special Py to UN Secretary
General for Assistance te Pa-
kistan Jean-Maurice Ripert,
cautioned that humanitarian
chailenges in the flood-hit are-
as were grave and requared
adequate emergency re-
sponse. ‘

“This is the largest humam—
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Durrani on Tuesday
Balochistan suffered oveERs'
90 billion losses in Widespredd §.
davastation caused by &
ever floods inx Eastem P

the province. -_.i Gk

Talking to APP hekt
said that ragmg ﬂo ]
washed awaj, 75,261}
standmg craps on.700,00
land, 450 kllometers
premlses of huspltals 5
power grid statlons in’
tricts.

-She mamtamed ‘that pr
ently 1.1 million fload:
tims in Balochistan in
ing 600,000 from Smdh
had taken shelterin the
ince needed “food, ¢
drinking water, medlcmes :
and tents. 3

She appealed to mterna-
tional donors and phxlan-:_

assmtance ta the flo d
survivors. = o7
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tarian crisis in a decade. As
many ‘as 17.6 million are affect-
ed by flaods of which 8.6 million
children are vunerable to dis-
gases,” Anthony Lake, Execu-
tive Director UNICEF, said,
adding that 6 million women
and .children urgently needed
clean drinking water and san-
itation. “We fear two second
waves as high floods reach
southern parts of Pakdstar. This
flood wave is disastrous. The
second wave of waterborne
diseases is likely to spread
across children. We must act
now and prevent this from
happening,” he added.

“What 1 saw today has con-
vinced me that we must step
up our humanitarian opera-
tions to stave off a potential
second wave of disease and
misery for millions of families,
especially the most vulnera-
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important sectors.

The Prime Minister appre-
ciated the initiative taken by
the Direcior General of
. UNESCO io send a team of
selenfists to Palistan last week
to assess the damage caused
by floeds in the areas falling
within the purview of his or-
ganigation to help Pakistan in
water resource management
including managing hydro haz-
ards, maintaining ground wa-
ter resources for emergent
situation, preventing land
slides and capacily building of
Pakistani institufions in these
areas, . :
The Prime Minister said
that his government’s strate-

gy was three pronged, in the .

first instance to rescue and
provide relief to the flood vie-
tims which were already un-
derway, secondly re-habilita-
tion of the displaced persons in
the floods by helping them re-
build their houses and thirdly,
affected farmers to resume
agriculture activily as well as
reconstruct the physieal” infra-
structure including schools
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ble, children and women. We
are here today and for the
long-term, as we plan for the
early recovery phase of the
operation,” Lake said.
Josette Sheeran, Executive
Director WFP, said, “There is
a triple threat unfolding as this
erisis widens and deepens.
People have lost seeds, crops
and_ their incomes leaving
them vulnerable io hunger,
homelessness and desperation
- the situation is extremely
critical. We urgently need con-
tinued and strengthened com-
mitment to the people of Paki-
stan in this time of erisis.”
She said WFP needed § 90
million for fdod supply across
the flood-hit areas and it would
launch an appeal of § 40 million
soon, to ensure unhindered
food supply to the affectees.
Sheeran said WFP had one
month ration to reach out to 3

and colleges damaged or de-
stroyed by the flood waters,
Prime Minister apprised the
D, General that around 11,000
schools have been destroyed
or damaged and those schools
and ceileges which wers not
affected by the floods, were
heing used as temporary shel-
ters for the displaced people,

The new school year has
started and the government
will like to relocate the flood
vietims occupying the schools
and rebuild the damage once
to ensure that education of the
children was not affected. He
hoped that UNESCO would
help Pakistan in every possi-
ble manner {o achieve this goal.

Irina Bokova, Director Gen-
eral of UNESCO while brief-
ing the Prime Minister on the
measures already taken by her
organization to help Pakistan,
agsured him that UNESCO
would go by with the govern-
ment of Paldstan’s require-
ments and offered all the eoop-
eration to meet those require-
ments within its means,

She proposed establishing a
body, which could coordinate

milion people. According fc
the WFP official, 40 airlifts were
needed to access the floed af
fectees in worst hit areas,
Jean Maurice Ripert said
“The world has now undersfooc
this catastrophe is beyonc
imagination that took place

"anywhere in the world.” He

reiterated international com-
munity’s resolve to stand by
Pakistan. “In Germany alone.
the people collected $ 50 mil-
lion for Pakistan's flood affect:
ees, what I mean to say is
Pakistan is not alone and UN

“and international communily

stand united to fight these
flonds” he added Jale]
UNESCO, Irina Bokova, said
that UNESCO was assessing
damages done to ivelihood and
it would be working with com-
munities and other humani-
tarian partners to pay due heed
to the plight of flood victims.

for UNESCO's role

with UNESCO, UNECEF and
other organizations in facili-
fating the rehabilitation and
reconstruction projects, She
also ypromised that UNESCO
would launch a fresh appeal
along with UN Seeretary Gen-
eral's second appeal to assist
Pakistan in September.

She further said that in coor-
dination with the government
in addition te 30 non-formal
education centers already es-
tablished in four provinces of
Paldstan more would be es-!
tablished in-the near future,
She recognised importance of
the world heritage sites of
Pakistan particularly, Mohin-
jodarc. UNESCO, she said, |
had heen helping even in the .
past and would send & team of
UNESCO experts who will vis-
it Pakistan soon to make an
agsessment of the damages to
the archaeslogical sites,

Sardar Aseff Ahmed Ali,
Minister for Education, Pir.
Aftab Hussain Shsh Jillani, Mir-
ister for Culture, and Mis Shahnaz |
Wazir Ali, Special Assistant to !
Prime Minister were also
present in the meeting.



